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NAVYA equips the Japanese city of Sakai for the country's first public 
service of autonomous mobility on open roads 

French know-how NAVYA has won over Japan with its autonomous shuttles, which will go into service in April 
2020. 

 
In April 2020, the city of Sakai will put autonomous electric shuttles into operation for the first time in Japan: NAVYA 
AUTONOM® SHUTTLE. To achieve this, the city has joined forces with the specialists SB Drive Co, Ltd., a subsidiary of 
SoftBank Corp dedicated to autonomous mobility, and Macnica Co., a Japanese electronics and digital solutions group, 
which will provide support in operations. 

This is the very first autonomous shuttle service operating on public roads in Japan *. 

 

The city of Sakai will use NAVYA's AUTONOM® SHUTTLES and SB Drive's Fleet 
Management System called "Dispatcher" which can simultaneously and remotely 
monitor the operation of several self-driving vehicles. The autonomous shuttles 
will begin to be operated by Macnica on routes that connect medical facilities, 
post offices, schools and the city's banks.   

 
From left to right: Henri Coron - CBDO of NAVYA, Atsushi Sato - President of Macnica, 
Masahiro Hashimoto - Mayor of Sakai, and Yuki SAJI - President of SB Drive. 

 

"We are delighted to be able to announce this first service only 6 months after obtaining the first permission to drive on 

public roads in Japan. It is the result of a longstanding partnership with SB Drive that paves the way for us in Japan." 

explains Henri Coron, CBDO of NAVYA. 

This new autonomous mobility service is a response to the societal challenges facing the city of Sakai, and Japan in 
general. New forms of mobility are needed in the face of an ageing population and a shortage of bus and taxi drivers. 

 
For a smarter mobility  

This tripartite partnership aim is to create an environment in which residents can move around easily by operating 
autonomous buses. Sakai, SB Drive and Macnica recently concluded a cooperation agreement to revitalize the region and 
industry, but also to improve the daily lives of residents through a new mobility service. 

The secretariat of Japan's Economic Revitalization Bureau recently reorganized the transportation facilities according to 
the environmental conditions of each region. As a result, businesses and local governments considering the use of 
autonomous vehicles can do so. 

 

* This is the first time that a vehicle, with a capacity of 11 people or more, can be used independently for private 
individuals (according to a search by SB Drive). 

 

 

 

https://www.softbank.jp/en/drive/
https://www.macnica.co.jp/en/company/


About NAVYA 

NAVYA is a leading French name in the autonomous driving systems. With 280 employees in France (Paris and Lyon) and in the United 
States (Michigan), NAVYA aims at becoming the leading player for the supply of autonomous driving systems for passenger and goods 
transport. Since 2015, NAVYA has been the first to market and put into service autonomous mobility solutions. The 
AUTONOM® SHUTTLE, main development axis, was launched in September 2015 and 160 units have been sold as of 31 December 
2019, notably in the United States, France, Germany, Switzerland, Japan and Australia. The AUTONOM® TRACT is dedicated to goods 
transport. Created in 2014 with the support of Robolution Capital, investment fund managed by 360 Capital Partners, his reference 
shareholder, NAVYA’s shareholders also include the Gravitation fund and Paris Region Venture Fund (Région Île-de-France) managed 
by Cap Decisif Management as well as Valeo and Keolis groups. 
 
NAVYA is listed on the Euronext regulated market in Paris (ISIN code: FR0013018041 - NAVYA). 
For more information: www.navya.tech  
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